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University

Okayama University was founded in 1870 and was established as a university in 1949.

It is one of Japan’s preeminent universities, has 11 faculties and 8 graduate schools on
some of the nation’s most expansive campuses; Tsushima, Shikata, Kurashiki, and Misasa.
The faculties provide basic education across a wide range of disciplines, and the graduate
schools nurture human resources with more advanced technical knowledge.

International students, who come to Okayama University from all over the world, learn
together with many friends at lush green campuses in a way which transcends culture and
academic fields. The number of students; approximately 13,000 including 760 international
students from 52 countries as of May 2020.

Tsushima Campus is located about 2.5 km north of Okayama Station and Shikata Campus
is situated about 2 km south of Okayama Station. These campuses are well within the city
itself and are served by convenient public transport. Kurashiki Campus is about 1 km south
of Kurashiki Station. It takes about 15 minutes by train to go from Okayama Station to
Kurashiki Station.

With the thought of studying abroad just around the corner, you are probably excited with
expectation, but at the same time, nervous about studying in a foreign land.

This handy booklet has been put together in the hope of alleviating any apprehension felt
by international students starting at Okayama University. Be sure to bring it with you when
you come to Japan.

1-1 About Okayama City

1. Basic Information

Okayama City, where the main campus of Okayama University is located, is the capital of
Okayama Prefecture and is a transport hub city for the Chugoku and Shikoku regions of
Japan, located at the cross point of a high-speed transport network. Okayama is around
three-and-a-half hours from Tokyo by Shinkansen bullet train and about 45 minutes from
Osaka. Okayama has a population of about 720,000. It is a region blessed with a rich
natural environment, including mountainous districts and open plains, the two major rivers,
as well as the sea.

Known as the “fruit kingdom”, Okayama City is a treasure house of delicious fruit, including
white peaches and Muscat grapes. There is also an abundant store of fresh marine
products. The area surrounding Okayama City has cultural facilities such as art galleries
and museums, as well as shopping malls and one of Japan’s three most famous gardens,
the Korakuen.
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B Explore Okayama, the Land of Sunshine
(available in 7 languages)
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2. Climate

Benefitting from the temperate climate of the Seto Inland Sea, spring and fall have many
fine days. Due to harsh seasonal winds being obstructed by the Chugoku Mountains,
Okayama enjoys very warm winters, in which snow cover is very rarely seen. Moreover,
as the Shikoku Mountain Range acts as a barrier weakening the force of typhoons, which
occur in the summer and fall, Okayama does not usually feel the full impact of typhoons.
Earthquakes are also very few and far between, and we can thus say that Okayama, while
in the Japan Archipelago with its frequent natural disasters, is an area that is extremely
fortunate from this point of view.
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1-2 Academic Schedule

Okayama University faculty/graduate school offices are generally open from Mon. —
Fri., 8:30am to 5pm. The days indicated by blue letters in the remarks column are public
holidays. There are no classes and all administrative offices are closed on those days.
Most of the graduate schools run a two-semester system.

The First Semester: April 1 to September 30

The Second Semester: October 1 to Mach 31

*Includes the period with no classes such as summer vacation.

Academic Year 2021 OKAYAMA UNIVERSITY Schedule

Day Day ]
orth Sun | Mon | Tue [ Wed | Thu | Fii | Sat Remarks orth Sun | Mon | Tue [ Wed | Thu | Fri | Sat Remarks
1] 2] 3] 2ndEnroliment Ceremony 1| 2| 1st Beginning of the third term classes
4|5 |6 |7 |8 9|10 9thBeginning of the first term classes 3|4 |5|6|7|8]| 9| IstEnrollment Ceremony for autumn entrants
. 1112 (13| 14| 15| 16 | 17 10| 11| 12|13 |14 [ 15| 16
April 18] 19 | 20| 21 [ 22| 23] 24 | 29th Showa Day October 17] 18 | 19] 20| 21 | 22] 23
25| 26 |27 28 | 20| 30 #30th Thursday classes instead of Friday 24|25 26| 27| 28] 29 | 30
31
1 | 3rd Constitution Memorial Day 1| 2]3]4]5]6 |*istWednesday olasses instead of Monday
2|3 [a]5]6]7]8] 4thareenery Day 7|89 [10]11]12]13] 3rd Cuiture Day
9 [10[11]12[13]14]15] 5t Children's Day 14] 15[ 16] 17] 18] 19] 20| 5th-7th School Festival
May  HeT5 e [10 20 21 |22 November I 5 |28 27| 23rd Labour Thanksgiving Day
23 (2425|2627 |28|29 28
30 | 31
12 5 1|2 |3 | 4| 2ndBeginning of the fourth term classes
6 10| 11 [ 12| 11th Beginning of the second term classes 5|6|7]8]9]10]n
13]14]15] 16|17 18] 19 12]13]14] 15[ 16 [17] 18
June December
20| 21|22 2324|2526 19|20 | 21| 22| 23| 24| 25| 12/25-1/4 Office Closed
272829 | 30 26| 272829 30]31
11238 1 1st New Year's Day
4]s5]6]|7]8|9]10 23 [4]5]67]8] 10thComing-of-Age Day
11|12 | 13 | 14 | 156 | 16 | 17 | *19th Thursday classes instead of Monday 9 (10| 11| 12| 13 | 14 | 15 | *13th Monday classes instead of Thursday
July 18| 19]20] 21 |22 23] 24| 22nd Marine Day January 16| 17 | 18] 19| 20 | 21 | 22 | 1461 No csses dosto the NetonalCommon Testfor Uriversty Agrissions
25|26 | 27|28 | 29| 30| 31| 23rd Sports Day 23 | 24 | 25| 26 | 27 | 28 | 29 | 15t-16th The National Common Test for University Adrissions
30 | 31
12 7 1 5
8|9 11 12[ 13| 14| 8th Mountain Day 6 9 |10 [ 11] 12| 11th National Foundation Day
15[ 16 [17] 18] 19| 20| 21 | 9th Substitute Holiday 13]14]15]16]17 [ 18] 19
AUgUSt 22 (23|24 | 25|26 | 27 | 28 | *10th Monday classes instead of Tuesday February 20 (21 (22| 23|24 |25|26 | 23rd The Emperor’s Birthday
29 (3031 12th-16th Office Closed 27|28 25th-26th Entrance examination
112(3]4 112|3|4|5
5|6 |7]8]910]|n 6|7 |8]9[10]11]12] 12th Entrance examination
12]13 [ 14] 15[ 16| 17] 18| 20th Respect for the Aged Day 13] 14 [15] 16|17 [ 18] 19| 21st Vernal Equinox Day
19| 20| 21| 22| 23| 24| 25| 23rd Autumnal Equinox Day March 20| 21|22 2324 25| 26| 25th Commencement Ceremony
26 | 27 |28 29 | 30 24th Commencement Ceremony 272829 30] 31
istTermTotal | 8 [ 8|8 ]88 Class week Total 3rdTermTotal | 8 [ 8] 8|8 |8 Class week Total
ond Term Total | 8 | 8 | 8 | 8 | 8 (Including exam week) 4thTermTotal | 8 | 8 | 8| 8 | 8 (Including exam week)
tstTerm  April 1 = June 10 Holiday / No classes
2ndTerm  June 11 - August 10 ]:l Class schedule changed to another day
3rdTerm  October 1 -~ December 1 | | Possible make-up class days

4th Term December 2 - February 14 % Dates for make-up classes are decided by teachers (including Saturdays).
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¥ Necessary Procedures
before leaving for Japan

2-1 Pre-arrival Checklist

Here is a checklist of the important procedures before leaving for Japan. Please check
each item yourself, and make sure nothing is overlooked.

The CESR and Letter of Acceptance (or Notification of Admission Decision) has arrived
from Okayama University.

| have confirmed with the Japanese embassy or consulate, to which | will apply for a
student visa, about the required documents.

| have applied to the Japanese embassy or consulate for a student visa. See p12
“Student Visa Application”

| have received an email from Okayama University informing me of the accommodation.

| have secured a place to live in Okayama.
If allocated in the university dormitory, see p16
If allocated in the university leased apartment, see p22
If NOT allocated in either university dormitories or leased apartments, see p26

| have asked real estate agencies for information about an apartment. (In the case that
you are searching for an apartment before you travel to Japan. Only for those who are
applicable.)

| have secured temporary accommodation for myself while searching for an apartment.
(In the case that you are planning to search for an apartment after you arrive in Japan.
Only for those who are applicable.)

| have applied for a bedding-set. (For students who will be living in a dormitory or a
university leased apartment, and only for those who are applicable.)

| have booked a flight.

| have entered information on my trip to Japan into “Okayama University Application for
Certificate of Eligibility for Status Residence System”. See p14

| have checked articles prohibited by Japanese Custom. See p36

| have booked a hotel room for the night of my arrival. See p38

I have checked how to get from the airport of arrival to Okayama University. See p40

| have arranged enough money for about the first two months after | arrive in Japan. See p42

| have packed my CESR, Letter of Acceptance (or Notification of Admission Decision),
and passport into my carry-on luggage.

I have checked the procedures that need to be taken immediately after traveling to
Japan. See p44

| have checked what | need to know to start a University life at Okayama University.
See p54

10
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2-2 Student Visa Application

You are required to have a “student visa” in order to study at Okayama University as an
international student. When you have received your “Certificate of Eligibility for Resident
Status” and “Notice of Acceptance (or Notification of Admission Decision)”, please apply for
a “student visa” at the Japanese embassy or consulate in your country.

Please refer to the following Ministry of Foreign Affairs website for information on the
documents you will need to make the application and the locations of Japanese embassies
or consulates.
https://www.mofa.go.jp/index.html

Attention: The Certificate of Eligibility for Resident Status is NOT the “visa.” Please apply
for the visa by going personally to the Japanese embassy or consulate in your country.
A Certificate of Eligibility for Resident Status will facilitate the issue of a visa within the
standard processing period (five working days) at the embassy or consulate. (This does
NOT, however, guarantee that you will be issued a visa.)

2-3 Residence Allocation

There are four Okayama University dormitories for international students on Tsushima
Campus. In addition, there are university leased apartments near Tsushima Campus. From
among those who come to Japan from overseas to study, upon application from their faculty
or graduate school, rooms in the dormitories for international students will be allocated in
order of priority based on the university's criteria. It is not possible to make a request for a
room in any particular dormitory. You will be informed by email from the International Affairs
Department at least one month before the enrollment day whether or not you have been
allocated a room in a dormitory for international students. All dormitories for international
students are for single persons. Students coming to Japan with their families cannot stay in
the dormitories for international students.

If you intend to come to Japan with your family, or if you do not wish to be allocated a room
in a dormitory for international students or the university leased apartments, please contact
the International Affairs Department AS SOON AS POSSIBLE to inform us that you wish to
cancel your room allocation in a dormitory for international students.
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Reference: Priority criteria for international student dormitory
room allocation

Priority for room allocation is given to persons meeting the largest number of the
following criteria:
1) Person under the age of 20
2) Person coming directly to Japan from overseas
3) Person whose period of admission is short and who faces difficulties in
concluding a contract for a private apartment
4) Person who is admitted under a Policy of Japanese Government
5) Person who is admitted based on a program, etc.
which is a part of Okayama University International Strategy

2-5 Your Date of Arrival

When you know the date and time of your arrival in Japan, please enter information in
Okayama University Application for CESR System shown below.

The information entered will forward to your advising professor (or program leader) and will
also be used as a reference for post-arrival services by the international student dormitory
and the International Affairs Department.

Okayama University Application for CESR System
https://intlsupport.cc.okayama-u.ac.jp/visa/s_student/login

<Note>

For persons who are due to receive an scholarhip (MEXT, JASSO, etc.), please refrain
from doing immigration procedures at Okayama Airport. (See p44 for details) We will
recommend you to arrive at major airports in Japan.
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« Housing Informatlon

3-1 Dormitories for International Students

If you are allotted a room in a dormitory for international students, you will be informed of
the name of the dormitory, the room number, etc. by email. For detailed information on the
facilities and fixtures in each of the dormitories, please refer to the website shown below.
http://www.okayama-u.ac.jp/eng/current_students/
Dormitory_for_International_Students.html

1. Rent, etc.

Kuwanoki itz oz International Fukui
. Student Shared .
Dormitory H House Dormitory
ouse
6-1 Tsushima- 6-2 Tsushima- 3-1-1 Tsushima- 2-10-4 Tsushima-
Address Kuwanokicho, Kuwanokicho, naka, Kita-ku, fukui, Kita-ku,
Kita-ku, Okayama | Kita-ku, Okayama Okayama Okayama
700-0084 700-0084 700-0082 700-0080
Map p62 @ p62 D p63 @ p63 @
Monthly | N Wing: JPY 16,000
Rent S Wing: JPY 14,000 JPY 23,000 JPY 27,000 JPY 28,000
AdrE'SS'On JPY 30,000 (Non-refundable)
ee
Utility Actual expenses will be || Monthly fixed charge Actual expenses will be charged
Charges charged separately JPY 5,200 separately

The payment of admission fee and monthly rent of April will be due by the end of April.
Your bills will be sent to your mailbox and is due at the end of every month. A full month's
rent is charged even if you move in the middle of the month. (Except for the International
House)

All dormitories for international students are non-smoking. There is no smoking space on
site.
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2. Move-in dates

Students enrolling from April may move into the room from April 1. Students enrolling from
different months may move into the room from the acceptance date to the university.

3. Move-in Reception hours

If you arrive outside reception hours, please arrange your own accommodation in a hotel,
etc. and arrive at your dormitory during reception hours on the following day. The room key
can only be handed over at the dorms.

Kuwanoki Dormitory, International Student Shared House

Dormitory reception for International Student Shared House is
at Kuwanoki Dormitory.

Apr 1—Apr 4 8am — 11pm
After Apr 5 (weekdays) 10am — 7pm
(weekends) 11am — 5pm

International House, Fukui Dormitory

Apr 1 —Apr 3 9am — 7pm

Apr 4 9am — 6pm

After Apr 5 (Weekdays) 9am — 6pm
(Sat) 10am — 3pm

(Sun, holiday) No Reception
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4. Sending luggage to the dormitory

If international students wish to send luggage to the dormitory from their country, please
ensure that the luggage arrives within 3 days before the dormitory reception date. Luggage
cannot be accepted before that date. (*Please do not send more than 2 packages per
person.) When posting, please ensure your name, the address and name of the dormitory
you will be staying in clearly stated on the luggage.

5. Application for a Bedding-set

Each of the rooms in the dormitories for international students is equipped with a bed, but
no bedclothes. If you wish to apply to purchase a bedding-set (futon mattress, futon top
cover, blanket, pillow, and sheet: JPY 15,070). Please apply through the “Bed Set Booking
System” below. If you apply, a bedding-set will be in your room when you move in, and the
bill will be sent to your mailbox at a later date.

<Application Deadline> March 5, 2021 *Accessible only via PC, not mobile.
https://intlsupport.cc.okayama-u.ac.jp/futon/s_student/login

*The login ID and password are the same as the one for "OKAYAMA UNIVERSITY
Application for Certificate of Eligibility for Status Residence System.
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3-2 University Leased Apartments

Okayama University has lease agreements with private apartments for international
students. The apartment is furnished, and the initial expenses will be paid by the university.
You cannot move out of the apartment during the period of residence. If, for some reason,
you wish to move out of the university leased apartment during the period of residence, you
will be required to pay the costs associated with this (penalty for breach of contract, security
deposit and key money). For details, please refer to the following website (Japanese) ;
http://www.okayama-u.ac.jp/user/ouic/up_load_files/pdf/kariage.pdf

1. Rent etc.

Bl Apartment names
Mansion Lee | , I

M Expenses

Rent: JPY 36,500 (includes water and Internet charge)

Support fee: JPY 30,800 (One-time payment when moving in)

University CO-OP Student Comprehensive Mutual Insurance: JPY 12,500 - JPY 18,500
(One-time payment when moving in)

Electricity and Gas: Actual expenses will be charged separately

Support fee and insurance fee should be paid at the time of the move-in reception. The
payment of monthly rent of April will be due by the end of April. Your bills will be handed
over at the International Affairs Department (see @ on the map p63) and the due is around
the end of every month. A full month's rent is charged even if you move in the middle of the
month.

2. Move-in dates

Students enrolling in April may move into your room from April 1. Students other than that
may move in from the date of your acceptance to the university.

3. Move-in Reception hours
M Reception Hours
10am — 5pm

M Place
Okayama University CO-OP (Map p62 @)

You will be required to take out University CO-OP Student Comprehensive Mutual
Insurance when receiving your room key. If you arrive outside reception hours, please
arrange your own accommodation in a hotel, etc. and go to the Okayama University CO-
OP during reception hours on the following day.
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4. Sending luggage to a university leased apartment
You are not allowed to send luggage to a university leased apartment from your country.

5. Application for a Bedding-set

Each of the rooms in the university leased apartment is equipped with a bed, but no
bedclothes. If you wish to apply to purchase a bedding-set (futon mattress, futon top
cover, blanket, pillow, and sheet: JPY 15,070), please apply through the “Bed Set Booking
System” below. If you apply, a bedding-set will be in your room when you move in, and the
bill will be handed over at the International Affairs Department. (see (?) on the map p63)

<Application Deadline> March 5, 2021 *Accessible only via PC, not mobile.
https://intlsupport.cc.okayama-u.ac.jp/futon/s_student/login

*The login ID and password are the same as the one for "OKAYAMA UNIVERSITY
Application for Certificate of Eligibility for Status Residence System.
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3-3 Private Apartments

If you were not allocated a room in a dormitory for international students or a university
leased apartment, or if you cancelled your allocation, you must take personal steps to
search for an apartment.

1. Rent etc.

Average monthly rent for private apartments in Okayama city varies between JPY 25,000
and JPY 40,000. In general, a security deposit, key money (equivalent to two or three
months’ rent), agent’s commission, a guarantee commission and fire insurance are required
at the time of application for an apartment.

Moreover, in general, furniture such as beds and desks, and lighting fixtures are not
included. It will therefore also be necessary for you to bear the costs for them. In addition,
in most cases in Japan, you will be asked to designate a joint guarantor at the time of
concluding a contract for an apartment, but since Okayama University cannot act as
the joint guarantor for you, please use the private guaranty company designated by the
real estate agent. In the case of using a guaranty company, you will be asked to pay a
guarantee commission (around JPY 10,000 to JPY 25,000 per year).

2. Searching for an apartment before you come to Japan

If you would like to search for an apartment before you come to Japan, real estate agencies
recommended by the university will help you. Please contact them if you wish.

1. J.S.B Network, Co., Ltd. (UniLife/UniLifeGlobal)

Through SNS, E-mail and Website, you can easily reach to J.S.B Network (UniLife/
UniLifeGlobal) and they can introduce properties that match your preferences. There are
rooms that are furnished with home appliances, rooms without key money or deposit, or
rooms that can be shared with roommates, etc. They manage many properties for students
around Tsushima & Shikata campus, and it is free of charge to receive housing information
from their service. If there is no apartment that you like, you don't need to make a contract.
In addition, a joint guarantor won’t be necessary and utility registration support is available.
Multiple language services (English, Chinese, and Korean) will be provided.

UniLife *Japanese only
https://unilife.co.jp/

UniLifeGlobal *available in English, Chinese and Korean
https://www.ulg.jp/index

Available on SNS (WeChat, LINE, Kakao Talk)
via QR codes.
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If you would like UniLife to find your residence, please send an inquiry directly to them with
the relevant information. After the inquiry, UniLifeGlobal will contact you directly.

B The initial costs needed to make a residential contract
(when using UniLife/UniLifeGlobal's service or renting their property)

Guarantee charge (1st year): JPY 25,000, and JPY 10,000 annually from 2nd year
Fire insurance charge: Differs depending on the property (around JPY 15,000
average)

Rent: From JPY 20,000 for one-room studio or 1K apartment near

Okayama University

Common Service Fee: Differs depending on the property

Key money/Deposit: From 2 months of monthly rent

Other expenses: Key exchange charges, Cleaning charges for moving-out, etc.
Agent’'s commission fee: 1 month of monthly rent + tax

H Information to be included in an email

1. Your name and contact information (email address, cell phone number and SNS-
ID (If available))
. Your gender, age, and nationality
. Faculty you are enrolling in
. Area; Okayama University has four campuses (Tsushima, Shikata, Kurashiki,and
Misasa). If you want a property near campus, please specify the campus where
your faculty is located.
5. Estimated Budget
6. Facilities (internet connection, all-electric utilities, IH (Induction Heating) cooking
stove, automatically locked entrance, air conditioner, furnished apartment with
home appliances, etc.)
7. Other conditions or preferences if any

A WN

<Contact email address>
J.S.B Network, Co., Ltd (UniLifeGlobal)
unilife@jsb-g.co.jp
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2. Global Trust Networks (GTN)

Global Trust Networks (GTN) is a rent guarantee company specialized for foreigner and
they support the whole process; finding an apartment to making a contract for those
who live abroad. In addition, a joint guarantor won’t be necessary and multiple language
services (English, Chinese, Korean, Vietnamese, and Nepalese) will be provided in the
various procedures upon and after moving-in. Searching property is free of charge. If there
is no apartment that you like, you don’t need to make a contract. For details about GTN,
please refer to the followings;

GTN
https://www.gtn.co.jp/en/business/rent-warranty/tenant/

Okayama University referring to GTN
http://www.okayama-u.ac.jp/user/ouic/up_load_files/pdf/gtn.pdf

If you would like GTN to find your residence, please send an inquiry directly to GTN with
the relevant information. After the inquity, GTN will contact you directly.

H The initial costs needed to make residential contract through GTN

Guarantee charge (1st year): 30% of the entire monthly rent (JPY 15,000
minimum) JPY 10,000 annually from 2nd year

Fire insurance charge: Differs depending on the property (around JPY 15,000
average)

Rent: Around JPY 25,000 - JPY 40,000 for 1K apartment near Okayama University
Common Service Fee: Around JPY 2,000 - JPY 6,000

Key money/Deposit: 2-3 months of monthly rent

Agent’'s commission fee: 1 month of monthly rent
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H Information to be included in an email

. Your contact information (email address and cell phone number)

. You are going to study at Okayama University

. Period of stay

. Estimated budget

. Area; Okayama University has four campuses (Tsushima, Shikata, Kurashiki, and

Misasa). If you want a property near campus, please specify the campus where
your faculty is located.

6. Facilities (internet connection, all-electric utilities, IH (Induction Heating) cooking
stove, automatically locked entrance, air conditioner, furnished apartment with
home appliances, etc.)

7. Other conditions or preference if any

AR WON =

<Contact email address>
Global Trust Networks (GTN)

osaka@gtn.co.jp

3. Green management Co., Ltd

They can introduce apartment with furniture, apartment without rental deposit & key money,
apartment that allows two residents or apartment that meets your needs.

They are well-experienced in serving the students near Tsushima & Shikata campus. If
there is no apartment that you like, you don't need to make a contract. And they do not
require joint and surety when signing the contract. They are always supporting you in
the using of electric, gas, tap water in multilingual way. (English, Chinese, Korean and
Vietnamese)

Green management Co., Ltd
https://www.green-mg.jp/

<Contact email address>

info@green-mg.jp

Scan the QR below if you prefer service by SNS (WeChat, LINE).
You can also ask them directly by mail and they will contact you.

Service in 13, English

(LINE)

' )
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Service in

3. Searching for an apartment after you come to Japan

If you wish to search for an apartment after you come to Japan, you will need to secure
accommodation up until the time when you have secured an apartment. CO-OP (see © on
the map p62) on campus or real estate agencies nearby will help you to find an apartment.
Please inquire if necessary.

Okayama University has a system under which international students who will come
directly from overseas to Japan can stay temporarily, for up to one month, in a dormitory for
international students while they search for an apartment after they arrive in Japan.

If you wish to make use of this temporary stay system, please apply at the dormitory lottery
webpage shown below before the deadline. If there are many applicants, users will be
decided randomly.

<Application Deadline> March 15, 2021

Dormitory lottery webpage
https://intlsupport.cc.okayama-u.ac.jp/dormitory/s_student/login

*Accessible only via PC, not mobile.

*The login ID and password are provided in the notification email of residence allocation.

Temporary stay fee (per person)

Number of nights : :
Dormitory facility 1 to 14 nights 15 to 31 nights

Kuwanoki Dormitory (Single room) JPY 26,000
International House (Shared room by 2) JPY 16,500 JPY 33,000

*The fee includes utility charges.
*No preference of allocation will be accepted.
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= After Arrival

At the time when you enter Japan, as well as your passport, you will need to show your
Certificate of Eligibility for Resident Status, and a letter of Acceptance from Okayama
university (or Notification of Admission Decision). Please ensure that you have these ready
in your hand baggage.

In addition, as the letter of Acceptance (or Notification of Admission Decision) is sometimes
required for various procedures that are to be taken after your arrival in Japan, please
ensure that you keep it in a safe place.

4-2 Articles Prohibited by Japanese Customs

B Main Items Prohibited from Importation
+Opium, cocaine, heroin, hemp, stimulant drugs, psychotropic substances
-Pistols and other firearms, ammunition for firearms
-Explosives (dynamite, gunpowder, etc.)
-Material staple for chemical weapons
+Obscene or immoral magazines, videotapes, etc.
-Counterfeit branded products, other articles that infringe upon intellectual property
rights, etc.
+Child pornography

H Main Items Restricted from Importation
-Plants, animals and meat or animal products that require quarantine (Please undergo
inspection at the “Animal and Plant Quarantine Counter”.)
+Air guns, swords, smoke bombs, etc.
+Bulk pharmaceutical products or cosmetics
-Animal and plants stipulated by the CITES (the Washington Treaty)

For details, please refer to the following websites.

Japan Customs
https://www.customs.go.jp/english/passenger/index.htm

Animal quarantine information for travelers to Japan
https://www.maff.go.jp/aqs/languages/info.html = =
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4-3 Hotel Information

If the scheduled time for your arrival at the dormitory, etc. is outside of reception hours,
please arrange hotel or other accommodation for that night and come to the dormitory, etc.
during reception hours on the following or later day. *Please be aware that if you use low-
price accommodation, such as a guest house, airbnb, etc. you could get caught up in some
trouble.

B Hotels around Tsushima campus and dormitories for international students

@ Recent Culture Hotel

1-3-2 Gakunancho, Kita-ku, Okayama City, 700-0011
Phone: +81-86-253-2233
https://www.recent-culturehotel.com/english/

4@ Toyoko Inn Okayama-eki Nishi-guchi Hiroba

22-10 Ekimoto-machi, Kita-ku, Okayama City, 700-0024
Phone: +81-86-251-1045
https://www.toyoko-inn.com/eng/search/detail/00167

4 HOTEL LiVE MAX Okayama WEST

29-4 Ekimoto-machi, Kita-ku, Okayama City, 700-0024
Phone: +81-86-898-3300
https://www.hotel-livemax.com/okayama/okayama-west/
(Japanese)

B Hotels around Shikata campus

@ Kuretake Inn Okayama
2-12-13 Yanagimachi, Kita-ku, Okayama City, 700-0904
Phone: +81-86-223-6231
http://www.kuretake-inn.com/okayama/
(Japanese)

@ Central Hotel Okayama

10-28 Tamachi, Kita-ku, Okayama City, 700-0825

Phone: +81-86-222-2222
https://www.booking.com/hotel/jp/central-okayama.html?aid=33084
3&dcid=1&sid=0ad23a72c8d1ca37ac86908fc89e9674 &type=total&l
ang=en-us&selected_currency=JPY
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There is a chance of reduction or suspension of services due to COVID-19. Please check
the services prior to usage.

B Taking a domestic flight

There is no direct flight service from Narita to Okayama. If you want to take a domestic
flight from Tokyo, you have to go to Haneda (Tokyo) Airport which is approximately 75
minutes’ bus ride from Narita Airport. (One way fare: JPY 3,200) Flights from Haneda to
Okayama take about 70 minutes. (Regarding air fare from Tokyo to Okayama, please
check with your airline company.)

B Taking a Shinkansen (bullet train)

You can take the Narita Express from the airport to Tokyo station which takes about 1 hour.
(One way fare: JPY 3,070) Or Limousine bus service is available, which might take almost
2 hours depending on the traffic. (One way fare: JPY 1,000 - JPY 3,200) There are
frequent Shinkansen services to Okayama from Tokyo station and it takes about 3 hours
and a half by a super express “Nozomi”. (One way fare: JPY 16,600)

B Taking a Limousine Bus

There is direct Limousine Bus Service to Okayama station which takes about 3 hours and
45 minutes. (JPY 4,750)

B Taking a Shinkansen (bullet train)

Take the JR Haruka Express from Kansai Airport to Shin-Osaka station (50 min). There are
frequent Shinkansen services to Okayama station, which takes about 45 minutes by Super
Express “Nozomi”. (for both Haruka and Nozomi one way fare: JPY 7,310)

B Limousine Bus
Limousine bus services are available from the airport to Okayama station which takes
about 30 minutes.(one way fare: JPY 780) Here is the time table of the limousine services;

http://www.okayama-airport.org/en/access
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B Taxi
From the airport to Tsushima Campus, it costs approximately JPY 6,000.

B Taxi
We recommend you to take a taxi from the station. There are several taxis waiting at the
West and East Exit. Taxi fare to Tsushima Campus is approximately JPY 1,500.

B Bus
There are frequent bus services from Okayama station to both Shikata and Tsushima
campus.

*Please note that all the transportation fees mentioned above are as of December 2020
and are subject to change.

4-5 Estimated Expenses

You will need to think carefully about the amount of money you will need while you are
studying in Japan. The first scholarship payment is usually not paid until one or two months
after arrival. Please prepare enough money to live for two months without a scholarship.
After arriving in Japan, you will need cash immediately to come to Okayama University or
your accommodation. Below is a sample of one month’s budget after arrival.

Rent and other resident related expenses Milk (1 liter) ¥196
University dormitory ¥45,000-60,000 Butter (200g) ¥436
University leased apartment ¥80,000-90,000 Eggs (10 pack) ¥243
Private apartment ¥120,000-300,000 Coke (500ml) ¥98

Living expenses (food, utility, etc.) ¥30,000-50,000 Bottled water (2 liter) ¥102

Insurances ¥20,000 Rice (5kg) ¥2,151

Admission fee Instant noodles (1 pack ¥146

(for formal students) ¥282,000 Onions (1kg) (L pack) ¥252

Tuition fee per year ¥535,800 Toilet paper (12 roll) ¥419

(for formal students) Beer (6 pack) ¥1182

2;:2:?:;;;0:;‘)0“ to Okayama University) ¥10,000-20,000 Soap (1 bar) ¥a24

Coffee at a café ¥393
Potato chips (100g) ¥147
Taxi (4km, daytime) ¥1,380
Fitness club ¥10,260
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: NecessaPrceur
after coming to Japan

These are important procedures. Please proceed immediately after the arrival. If you find it
difficult to follow by yourself, please ask your "Tutor" for help.

5-1 Residence Card

At Narita, Haneda, Chubu, Kansai, Hiroshima, Fukuoka and the New Chitose Airports,
persons who have permission to reside in Japan for a period exceeding three months will
have an immigration stamp entered in their passport and will be issued with a residence
card. Persons receiving immigration permission at the airport other than above will receive
their residence card by post about two weeks after entering Japan at the address given to
the immigration authorities.

<Note>

A residence card is required to open a bank account in Japan. Residence cards will not be
issued at Okayama Airport, so for persons who are due to receive a scholarship, please
do not enter Japan from Okayama Airport. If the issuance of recidence card is delayed,
receiving scholarship may be delayed or, in some cases, may not be available.

5-2 Receiving the Documents Related to
City Office Procedures

International Affairs Department distributes a set of documents for Okayama City Office
procedures (registration of address, subscribe to the National Health Insurance system,
etc.) with example entries that show how to fill out the documents. All new international
students should ensure that they come to the International Affairs Department as soon as
they arrive at Okayama University.

H Dates and times
April 1 (Thu) — April 9 (Fri) 9am — 12pm
(Closed on Saturdays and Sundays)

M Place
International Affairs Department (see @) on the map p63)

5-3 Scholarship Procedures

Persons who are due to receive an honors scholarship or a Japan Student Services
Organization (JASSO) Student Exchange Support Program Scholarship are required to
take the procedures to sign as confirmation that they are present at the university and to
open a bank account, etc., please visit the International Affairs Department (see (7) on the
map p63) as soon as you arrive at Okayama University. If your application is delayed, you
may not be able to receive scholarships.

H Dates and times

April 1 (Thu) — April 9 (Fri) 9am — 12pm
(Closed on Saturdays and Sundays)

4
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Go to the City/Ward Office of the area where you live, and carry out the following
procedure. The opening hours of the City/Ward office are from 8:30am to 5:15pm from
Monday to Friday (Closed on Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays).

When your address in Japan is determined, you must notify the City/Ward Office of your
address within 14 days. If you fail to report your place of residence without any reasonable
excuse, your status of residence may be revoked.

International students who plan to stay in Japan for three months or more must subscribe
to the National Health Insurance system. The insurance premium is around JPY 2,000 per
month. If you have subscribed to the National Health Insurance system, around 70% of all
treatment and hospitalization costs are covered by the insurance. Your insurance card will
be sent to your registered address by post. Please ensure that you have it with you when
you visit a hospital.

If your residence card has not yet been issued, a copy of residence certificate can be used
as an ID until your residence card is issued. In addition, if you plan to open a bank account,
you may require a copy of residence certificate with your “My Number” on it.

You can apply one week after the registration of your address and it will be issued on the
day you apply. In addition to the Ward Office, you can also apply at the passport citizen
service corner (Okayama International Center B1F, 2-2-1 Hokancho, Kita-ku) in Okayama
City. Afee of JPY 300 is charged for the issue.

H Required things for registration

* Passport
* Residence Card (if issued already)
e Student ID (if issued already)
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5-5 Opening a Bank Account

As persons who are due to receive a Japanese Government (MEXT) Scholarship, an
honors scholarship or a Japan Student Services Organization (JASSO) Student Exchange
Support Program Scholarship are required to open an account at Yucho Bank (Japan Post
Bank). For other people, this is not mandatory.

Opening a bank account for international students is becoming stricter every year in order
to prevent crime and fraud. When you open a bank account, you will be asked to confirm
the purpose of using the account. At “Japan Post (Yucho) Bank”, you cannot open an
account for vague purposes such as for "daily life" or "savings", or for short-term use. Also,
please note that you may be asked to show proof of the purpose of use.

If you wish to open a bank account, please go to the bank with someone who can
understand Japanese well. If you wish to open a bank account at “Chugoku Bank”, and
do not understand Japanese well, you will need to be accompanied by a professor or
university staff.

You will need to take a document to the window at the bank to carry out the procedure.
We also recommend that you apply for an ATM cash card at the same time. You will be
asked for a four-digit PIN when you apply for the cash card. When you have completed
the procedure, a passbook will be issued to you immediately, but if your account cannot
be opened on the day you apply, then your passbook will be sent to your home address by
post, at a later date. The cash card will be sent to you by post.

M Business Hours

Chugoku Bank: 9am — 3pm (Closed on Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays)
Japan Post (Yucho) Bank: 9am — 4pm (Closed on Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays)

H Required things for opening a bank account
*There are slight differences depending on the bank

-Passport -Residence card
- Copy of residence certificate with “My Number” on it - National Health Insurance card
+My Number card - Student ID

+ID Number of your home country (if you have)

e,g.Tax Identification Number, Social Security Number, National Insurance Number,

Indentity Card Number, etc.

-Personal seal (self-inking stamp is not acceptable)

- Proof of the purpose for which the account will be used (e.g., certificate of scholarship)
*Certificates for recipients of MEXT Scholarship, an honors scholarship, JASSO
Student Exchange Support Program Scholarship will be prepared by the International
Affairs Department.

Since banks are very crowded at the end of April, opening an account at a later timing is
recommended.




‘u-: lgh

55 &iR1T) ODOERRZEHLEITDIAR, VIV AMEDODREFEZTLA
95&, web L THIAEZER TSI ENTEEXT, ZNSZEHIRIL TRITICKS
$5E, FHRENAL—XTY, Vx7HA MNIEE - FEFE - NN FLEBRE,
£ 16 FREICHIGLTWE T,

W>5 &IRIT HEERIER
https://jp-bank-kaisetsu.japanpost.jp/account_open/0010.php

o
e, "BTVIRIT BU T TYA Mbwt_/\»r)w ZUh 5 HOEZ Rz Té’c@
FMTY, 2EE - PEFE - NN FLBERE 9DEFBCHIEL TV,

7 VERIT OEERRR
https://www.sevenbank.co.jp/personal/account/application/

5-6 EEN— KN DR

EERER (X p63 @) IcEBN—RZRHEL TSV,
EBNH— R Z AERICRITERS 355 | miRFTIcERZEITH®
EEBN— R Z AERICRITERS TOWRWEES  FEMIC TERN— N ERITI> f&

5-7 ZEANIVTTRY

BHOEET, DERBFHRSE, RPEFOILRE, BLARBRERIC "ZEANILT
TR ODEREZEDNEZTINETT | BRI SRV EDHNIE, UTOH
KICERRROZENILT TRV ZHR TSV, FRARETY,

WA
481H (K) ~489H (&) 12:00 ~ 16:00
XETHER - HER%ZRR<

WIS
EERER (X p63 @)



If you would like to open an account at Japan Post (Yucho) Bank, you can prepare the
necessary application and other forms using the website below. After filling in the necessary
information, the application forms can be printed. We recommend you to bring them to the
bank to save your time. The website is available in 16 languages such as English, Chinese
and Vietnamese.

Japan Post (Yucho) Bank- Opening a bank account
https://jp-bank-kaisetsu.japanpost.jp/account_open/0010.php £
EEEE
“Seven Bank” is convenient as you can open an account via website or mobile app. They
are available in 9 languages including English, Chinese, and Vietnamese, etc.

Seven Bank- Opening a bank account
https://www.sevenbank.co.jp/soukin/en/

5-6 Submit the Residence Card

Please submit the residence card to the International Affairs Department. (see @ on the
map p63)

If you have received the residence card at the time of entry:

After you have notified the City/Ward Office of the address

If you have NOT received the residence card at the time of entry:

After you received the residence card at the registered home address

5-7 Student Help Desk

Senior students at “Student Help Desk” will answer various questions such as how to write
documents, necessary procedures, and all about university life! If you have any questions,
please visit them during the following period at the International Affairs Department.
Reservation is not required.

H Dates and times
April 1 (Thu) — April 9 (Fri) 12pm — 4pm
(Closed on Saturdays and Sundays)

M Place
International Affairs Department (See @) on the map p63)
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5-8 Insurances of the University

Okayama University asks all students to join either 1 or 2 of the following insurance.

1. “Personal Accident Insurance for Students Pursuing
Education and Research (PAS)”
“Liability Insurance for student Pursuing Education and
Research (LSR)”

- When physically injured while engaging in educational and research activities,
extracurricular activities, volunteer activities*, and commuting, etc.

- When physically injuring others, accidentally damaged property while engaging
in the educational and research activities, extracurricular activities, volunteer
activities*, and commuting, etc.

This insurance covers the case above. *Extracurricular activities and volunteer activities
are applied only to activities approved by the university. For details, please contact

Student Support Office, Academic Affairs Department, General Education Building A,

2nd Fl., (see ® on the map p63) Tel. 086-251-7185

2. “The University CO-OP Student Comprehensive Mutual
Insurance”

- When causing accident such as fire, water leak, etc. or suffering the damage.
- When stolen with money or PC, etc.

The coverage depends on the type of insurance to join.

The premium for the Student Comprehensive Mutual Insurance is JPY 12,000 to JPY
19,000 per year (including the CO-OP membership fee of JPY 4,000). Members of the CO-
OP are entitled to discount prices on books, food items, etc. If you take the procedures
before you return to your country, the membership fee will be returned to you in full. Please
contact the University CO-OP (see @ on the map p62) for details.
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Events are subject to change due to COVID-19. Please be sure to check the latest
information by email from the International Affairs Department or on the website.

6-1 Campus Life Orientation

International Affairs Department holds Campus Life Orientation for new international
students to inform them about points to note in their daily lives in Japan. All new students
(including those entering Okayama University from other universities) are required to take
this orientation.

In order to prevent the spread of COVID-19, it will be conducted online. Please take the
orientation by following the steps below.

B Steps

1. Watch the video from the website below, referring to the handout.
*Okadai ID and password is required for access.

2. Submit the checklist online.

3. Come to the International Affairs Department (See @ on the map p63) to pick up the
orientation materials.

International Affairs Department

(Campus Life Orientation for new international students)
https://www.okayama-u.ac.jp/eng/enrolling_students/Campus_Life_
Orientation_For_New _International_Students.html

6-2 Classes

Classes will begin on Friday, April 9. For classes and course registration, please contact
your faculty.

6-3 Medical Checkup

All students are required to take a medical checkup once a year. It is free of charge.
Medical checkups for students enrolling in April will be held on the following dates and
times. Please check the Health Service Center website below and make an appointment
through the medical checkup reservation system. Please print out and fill out the medical
questionnaire and bring it along with your student ID card on the day of the medical
checkup.
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H Date and times
April 20 (Tue) — May 26 (Wed) 9am — 4pm
*Excluding weekends and holidays

New students on Shikata campus can also have a checkup at Shikata campus.
April 26 (Mon), 27 (Tue), 28 (Wed), 30 (Fri) 9am — 4pm

Health Service Center
https://www.okayama-u.ac.jp/user/hokekan/index.shtml

Medical checkup reservation system
https://kenshin.hokekan.okayama-u.ac.jp/

O]
M Place
Health Service Center (See (8 on the map p62)
Health Service Center, Shikata (See the map p65)

B Required things

- Student ID
- Medical questionnaire

The Japanese Language Course is a Japanese course that any Okayama University
international student can take regardless of the faculty, etc. they are studying at. Students
permitted to take the course will be determined according to the order of registration on a
first-come-first-served basis. If the limit on the number of students that can take the course
is exceeded, persons who are absent at the first class meeting will not be allowed to
register for the course.

If you wish to take the course, please take a placement test if you have already studied
Japanese before. If you are studying Japanese for the first time, please simply register for
the course. For details, please check the following website;

Center for Liberal Arts and Language Education, Okayama University
Department of Japanese Language
https://www.iess.ccsv.okayama-u.ac.jp/kikan/japanese/
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6-5 Tutor System

For international students whose period of study at Okayama University is five months
or more, and whose advising professor considers that support is needed for the various
procedures to be taken immediately after arrival in Japan, help with the language, or for
advice about studying specialized knowledge, etc., Okayama University has a system that
provides international students with study support in the form of a tutor, who is a student at
Okayama University. Persons wishing to make use of the Tutor system should consult with
their advising professor.

6-6 Dormitory Orientation

Dormitories for international students hold a Dormitory Orientation for new residents to
inform them about rules and manners of living in the dormitory. All students who will be
staying in the dormitories for international students (Kuwanoki Dormitory, International
Student Shared House, International House and Fukui Dormitory) must attend one of the
following dormitory orientations. Those who will be staying in university leased apartments
do not need to participate.

H Dates and times
1. April 10 (Sat) 11am — 12pm
2. April 17 (Sat) 11am — 12pm

M Place
Online on Zoom
*Details will be provided when you move into the dormitory.

6-7 Purchasing a SIM card

If you are interested in purchasing a SIM card, please refer to the following websites. You
can find one at mobile phone stores or electronics stores as well.

;2

O planning Co., Ltd. (Campus SIM)
English: https://youtu.be/ccGoSDIBCZY
Tk
Chinese: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6bz8B_WvZh4
https://www.bilibili.com/video/BV1kr4dy1P7R9/
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7-1 Okayama University Campuses

Okayama University has four campuses; Tsushima Campus and Shikata Campus in
Okayama City, Kurashiki Campus in Kurashiki City, and Misasa Campus in Misasa Town,
Tottori Prefecture. You should check which campus your faculty/graduate school is on, and
where it is located within that campus.

H Tsushima Campus

Faculty of Letters, Faculty of Education, Faculty of Law, Faculty of Economics, Faculty
of Science, Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Faculty of Engineering, Faculty of
Agriculture, Discovery Program for Global Learners, Graduate School of Education,
Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Graduate School of Natural Science
and Technology, Graduate School of Environmental and Life Science, Graduate School of
Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences (Course in Pharmaceutical Sciences),
Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Science and Engineering in Health Systems, School of
Law.

B Shikata Campus

Medical School, Dental School, Graduate School of Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmaceutical
Sciences (Course in Medicine and Dentistry), Graduate School of Health Sciences

Bl Kurashiki Campus B Misasa Campus
Institute of Plant Science and Resources  Institute of Planetary Materials

EEF v VISADA F 3 IWARDIE
The autumn foliage of the Ginkgo trees lining the road of Tsushima Campus
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International Affairs Department
OKAYAMA UNIVERSITY
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15t floor, Wing C, Building for General Education,
2-1-1 Tsushima-naka, Kita-ku, Okayama 700-8530

BOWEbhHE%E / Inquiry

EHREMR Visa Procedures
¥ visa@cc.okayama-u.ac.jp
B - & Housing
housing@cc.okayama-u.ac.jp
TOA—AZEYIRCE Others
¥ isfudent@cc.okayama-u.ac.jp






