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The Quality Assurance Center was founded in April,
2004. The purposes of this center are to assure and develop
the quality of education and research activities of Okayama
University by multiple evaluation schemes and to help
Okayama University achieve accountability to the public.

The Quality Assurance Center is engaged in planning,
examination and research concerning evaluation activities
to create an evaluation culture and to establish a Deming
Cycle (plan-do-check-act) in Okayama University.

Moreover, it supports the management of Okayama
University by  verifying evaluation results and
recommending improvements.

The Health Service Center was established to maintain
and improve the health of students and faculty members.
Periodic medical examinations are scheduled to monitor the
health of the university community.

Furthermore, physical and
mental consultations are offered by
physicians, public health nurses,
and dietitians.

There is a branch in the Shikata
Campus.

The Environmental Management Center was established
in order to conduct specialized services regarding the
environmental conservation and environmental safety of
Okayama University and to improve of environmental
management as well as occupational safety. Environmental
management services cover monitoring of
discharged water, waste management including
hazardous liquid waste, and safety management
services such as the proper handling of chemicals
in the workplace and in laboratories. In addition
related education and research is conducted.
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The Okayama University Center for Information
Technology and Management was founded in April 2010
to advance the research, education, management and
integration of the information environment of the university.
The primary mission of the Center is to collect, process and
distribute information about various activities within the
university.

While retaining the older system and management of
information, the Center aims to play a role in strategic
management first through the centralization of the
information networks of the university by collecting data
from each department and from outside the university and
then through the operation of the education and research
information infrastructure.
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BEERB X — Language Education Center
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The Center for Faculty Development was founded in
April 2003. Its primary obligations are to conduct research
on self-evaluation schemes and procedures, construct an
effective teaching and learning system of general educa-
tion, and facilitate teaching activities and their continual
improvement in Okayama University.

The center is composed of three sections: the Section
for Educational System, the Section for Faculty Develop-
ment, and the Section for Lifelong Learning and Service
to Community. It also includes university-wide commit-
tees which deal with various issues on the
university’s education, and it is especially in
charge of finding effective solutions to prob-
lems in undergraduate and graduate educa-
tion, conducting R&D for the improvement
of the educational system, and promoting
activities for faculty and staff development.
In addition, the center is responsible for plan-
ning, managing, and conducting the univer-
sity’s activities which can be of educational
service to the general public as well as the
local community.

The Foreign Language Education Center was founded in
October 2002 to carry out language education at Okayama
University. In addition to the teaching of language courses
from a global perspective, the Center was also created
to plan and conduct activities for educational reform and
promote foreign language education at the university and
the surrounding community.

In April 2010 the Center was restructured to incor-
porate Japanese language education and the name was
changed to its current title - the Language Education
Center.

The Center is comprised of these sections dedicated
to the teaching of English, Japanese, and other foreign
languages as well as related committees. Center profes-
sors are responsible for planning curricula for language
education as well as researching language teaching meth-
odologies and teaching materials. Additionally, reviews of
current teaching practice are regularly conducted by the
faculty in order to improve and update the language edu-
cation pedagogy at Okayama University.

The Interactive Sport Education Center was founded
in April 2006 to facilitate the smooth implementation of
activities for sport education, promote students’ proactive
participation in sports, and to contribute to research on
sports.

The center is composed of the Section
for Sport Education, the Section for Sport
Medicine and the Section for Coaching and
related committees. It is mainly in charge of
the planning-conducting-evaluating of sports
education, consultation on sports activities
and sports medicine.
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The Student Support Center was founded in July 2006
to assist students so they may overcome any difficulties
and lead a satisfactory campus life.

The center is composed of the Student Advice Depart-
ment and the Disability Resources Department and 2 sec-
tions: the Section of the Support for Campus life and Sec-
tion of the Support for Students' Activities.

The Student Advice department offers counseling to
students who have worries or hesitations. The Disability
Resources Department helps challenged students' access
services on campus. The Section for the Support of Cam-
pus life considers how to improve the campus experience
life, and the Section for the Support of Students' Activities
give supports extracurricular activities at the university.

The Career Development Center was founded in August
2010 under the revision of the University Establishment
Standard Law to improve the education for the students’
social and vocational independence and to support them in
their career search.

The Center has four main domains: “Career education”,
“Extra-curricular activities support”, “Career search
support”, and “Establishing broad collaboration with alumni
and the local community” while observing and adapting to
rapid social change, conducting a variety of activities and
carrying out survey research in and out of the university.

“Career education” aims at broader practical vocational
and social learning. “Extra-curricular activities support”
helps students and faculty members grow as responsible
members of society through extra-curricular activities.
“Career search support” is support for students to become
independent as a members of society. “Establishing broad
collaboration with alumni and the local community” is
intended to expand the range of options for students and
alumni regarding their future careers.

The Center intends to spread
Okayama University’s name not only
to Japan but to the world through
our students who will play an
important role in society.
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BEEt X — International Center
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The Admission Center was founded in April 2004 to
facilitate admissions to Okayama University, conduct
nationwide test by National Center for University
Entrance Examinations, carry out R&D on suitable
admission systems according to the University’s admission
policies, and engage in PR activities aimed at prospective
students.

The center carries out the planning of admissions
including such as the introduction of Special Admission for
applicants with the International Baccalaureate Diploma
and Admission Office (AO) examinations. The Admission
Center also conducts research into examination results
and academic achievement after enrollment disseminating
the information to all the faculties.

In addition, the center conducts various PR activities
like organizing open campus, holding briefings on and
off campus, and visiting high schools in order to attract
applicants.

Finally, it is responsible for admissions and makes
an effort to prevent errors by checking examination
questions.

The International Center was founded in April 1992
as the International Student Center. In April 2007 the
International Student Center was reorganized and renamed
to reflect and enhance Okayama University's international
presence and competitiveness.

The International Center is composed of two devisions :
International Affairs and International Students.

The Division for International Affairs plans for Okayama
University's international exchange activities concluding
cooperation agreements whith foreign universities and
research organizations, conducting special educational
projects, organizing summer and spring programs for
practical language training in addition to managing overseas
offices.

The Division for International Students supports
international students at Okayama University through
counseling services and by providing information on
study and life at Okayama University. It also promotes
the "Exchange Program Okayama' (EPOK), a short-term
student exchange program between Okayama University
and overseas universities with cooperation agreements.

BEENBB R X — Center for Teacher Education and Development

L ra—lk. 2PHEREOLE - B, IR
PadB L CHILRZICETE2HEERDEZRILT HE L
HlS. PRER - A EMESOHEHE DMFRHEL
EEHEZBME L TER2F4BICERES N, >
R—|IHENHBFFEIIT. BRI ISR —
>3 VERP. IBECRHEEMEERFIO 4 5P SR .
EHBAT - D) F 1T LOMKFEFE. BBIEE G
Xk - B#EFE) . BT O
BHR. BEZIHES
RE. BEZERF. B
EERE C DESHIE
. BHRUEBNEF
FaREL T2,

Prospectus

The Center has been established in April 2010 to
guarantee the quality of teacher education at Okayama
University through planning and management of a teacher
education curriculum and the relevant support activities
towards this end. It aims to support school and in-service
training founded on a coordinated effort to promote research
and development. The center is composed of the Section for
Teacher Education and Development, the Section of Support
for Student Teachers, the Section for Teacher-Community
Collaboration, and the Section for Core Science Teachers.
The center also supports student teachers through guidance
and counseling and offers training programs for core
science teachers. Last it coordinates internship activities
with the attached schools and kindergarten, the local board
of education and other related organizations in Okayama
Prefecture.
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The Center for the Development of Medical and Health
Care Education was established in 2005 as a joint research
institute on medical education for the University. The center
performs project research and development of medical
education in undergraduate education including medicine,
dentistry, public health and nursing, pharmacy, and also
integrated education in post graduate clinical training at the
Okayama University Hospital. Thereby, the center aims to
promote local cooperation in health care and to contribute
to the development of medical professionals.

The center consists of 5 sectors: Medical education,
Dental education, Public health and nursing education,
Pharmaceutical education and also education at the University
Hospital and works to improve medical education.

The Advanced Science Research Center was organized
in April 2003 to improve support systems for the progress
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of education and research in the natural sciences, especially
of life sciences, by establishing interdisciplinary fields,
promoting advanced research, cooperating with local
society, and contributing to education and research
activities in our university.

The center has adopted a long-term perspective
‘ to support education and research for every field of

F

science to stimulate collaborative research.

BEEYIRIAVMAE R X — Solid Waste Management Research Center
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Solid Waste Management Research Center was estab-
lished on April 2005 for promoting research and develop-
ment on solid waste management. The center also aims to
develop specialists in solid waste management or environ-
mental technology assessment, and to provide information
and technical cooperation through industry-academia-gov-
ernment collaboration. The center is performing comprehen-
sive study on the solid waste management which supports a
sound material-cycle society by tackling the following three
pivotal studies: educational research on solid waste manage-
ment in the campus, study on "3R" promotion towards estab-
lishment of a regional material-cycle society, and study on
strategic solid waste management in Asian countries. The
center also publishes an electronic journal “JESSS: Journal
of Environmental Science for Sustainable Society”, and or-
ganizes International Symposium on Environmental Science
and Technology.
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Archaeological Research Center, which was reorganized
from the Archaeological Research Office, was founded
in 1987 to conserve and investigate archaeological sites
located in Okayama University. The center has carried out
55 excavations. The excavations found several settlements
dating from the late Jomon Period, wet paddy fields of the
Yayoi Period in the Tsushima area, and a village which
existed from the Yayoi Period to the Middle Ages in the
Shikata area.

The center has published many excavation reports. In
addition, it has held the exhibitions to share the results with
the community. The Archaelogical Research Center is also
in charge of the Practice in Museum Studies which teaches
practical methods for archaeology.
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