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Institute of Plant Science and Resources

Joint-usage/research center “Plant Genetic Resources and Stress Science”

The Institute was founded in 1914 as the “Oohara Institute
for Agricultural Research” by Magosaburo Oohara, with
the purpose of advancing agricultural sciences. In 1952, the
institute became affiliated with Okayama University, and
was renamed the “Institute for Agricultural and Biological
Sciences.” In 1988 the Institute was renamed the “Research
Institute for Bioresources.”

The institute was selected as a center-of-excellence
in the fields of “plant genetic resources and plant stress
science” by the Ministry of Education, Sports, Culture,
Science and Technology, in June, 2009. On April 1, 2010,
the institute was renamed the “Institute of Plant Science
and Resources (IPSR)” as a joint usage/research center for
scientists in Japan.

IPSR comprises of the Atmospheric stress unit, Soil
stress unit, Biotic stress unit, Genetic resources unit and
Applied genomics unit under two research cores (Research
Core for Plant Stress Science and Research Core
for Future Crops) and one research center (Barley
and Wild Plant Resource Center). Scientists at IPSR
particularly address plant stress research using the
genetic resources of barley and wild plant species
in collaboration with scientists in Japan and other
countries.

Institute for Study of the Earth's Interior

HhEK - REYERIFPIAEHLE National joint-use/collaboration research center for “Earth and Planetary Materials Sciences”
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The Institute for Study of the Earth's Interior is a
nationwide joint-use research center in earth sciences,
consisting of four basic divisions; Analytical Planetary
Chemistry, Experimental Planetary Physics, Promotion
of International Collaborative Research, and International
Affairs. The major objectives of the Institute are to undertake
research on the origin, evolution and dynamics of the Earth
utilizing highly advanced analytical and experimental
techniques and to conduct collaboration researches
with domestic and foreign scientists and students as
an international Center-of-Excellence in this field.

Since June 2009, the Institute has been
designated as a National joint-use/collaboration
research center for pursuing “Earth and Planetary
Materials Sciences” by the Ministry of Education,
Sports, Culture, Science and Technology, Japan.
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Ushimado Marine Institute
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National joint-use/collaboration center for “Experimental Biology with Organisms in Areas around Inland Seas”
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The Institute was selected as a National joint-use/
collaboration center in the field of experimental, integrative
biology and as a sole center-of-excellence among the
marine/fishery stations in Western Japan by the Ministry
of Education, Sports, Culture, Science and Technology,
Japan in April, 2011.
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