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Operant Conditioning of Random-generation Behavior

By Yoshinori HASEGAWA

Twenty students were asked to construct 649 binary series that
seemed to thém to be random in three different conditions. In
both “FB" and "NFB" conditijons, operant-reinforcement
techniques were introduced. That is, the subjects were asked to
press either "8" or »1* putton as unpredictablely as possible.
They are judged to "have winned" when a computer failes to
predict their choice. The results of the game were fedback after
every response (in the "FB condition") or every 58 responses
as standings by percentage (in the "NFB condition"). In “HK"
condition, the subjects were instructed to write "8" or "
one by one as randomly as possible. Randomness in the series of
both "FB" and "NFB" conditions may be better achieved than in
those of "HK" condition. The operant-reinforcement techniques
caused some positive effects on random-generation behavior.
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