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O B=EDF~Voice of Foreign Students~ (G 2 [1])

Unforgettable Days in Okayama University

Four years ago, I left my home country, Paraguay, to pursue a personal dream. I always wanted to obtain the
undergraduate degree from a foreign country. Fortunately, I was awarded with a scholarship by the Japanese Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology to realize my dream. Currently, a semester away from graduation, I look
back and realize what a great journey it has been.

I chose to enter Okayama University because throughout Japan it is an academically respected institution and also
because I heard good things from my previous teachers and friends. However, it was not until I arrived to Okayama that I
started to appreciate it. The University is in a great location. It is only ten minutes away by bicycle from the city center. It has a
wide variety of shopping and entertainment areas. Thus, the university is perfect for the student life.

My first year in Okayama was very challenging. Everything was new, especially the fact that everything was in
Japanese. Before entering Okayama University, I studied Japanese for a year in Osaka. However, I was not sure if my Japanese
would be sufficient at academic level. At the beginning, it was hard to get accustomed to the classes and the professor’s teaching
styles. However, I gradually became familiar with the system and began to enjoy learning. Furthermore, professors at Okayama
University are very well qualified and they were very supportive when I had questions or problems.

During school holidays, I was able to visit many places around Japan. I took bicycle trips to Tottori and Nagasaki. It
was an amazing life experience I would always remember. I also went on a car trip with some friends around Shikoku. In
addition, I had the chance to travel to other countries in Asia such as Thailand and Vietnam. These experiences helped
appreciate more the Japanese and Asian culture.

In the future, I am planning to return to Paraguay and work for the Foreign Ministry. However, before returning, I am
planning to extend my stay in Japan for two more years in order to obtain the graduate degree. Lastly, the University of
Okayama has endowed me with knowledge and expertise that contributed to my development in becoming a well-qualified
international-minded professional, prepared to collaborate with my country’s growth. I will never forget my life in Okayama
University!

Rodrigo Vazquez
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