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In April 2012, Okayama University set out on a
new journey, becoming the first Super Global
National University in Japan to accept
International Baccalaureate (IB) graduates from
IB schools worldwide. In 10 years, over 100 IB
students have enrolled in 10 Faculties and 1
Special Program, and in 2022, we are proud to
celebrate the 10t™. Anniversary of IB Admissions
at Okayama University.

IB students have undergone a world-class,
unique, challenging, and diverse education and
can embrace rigorous academic challenges in
University life and perform well. Their inquiry-
based learning skills, research skills, and
international mindedness make them perfectly
suitable for Okayama University, encouraging
students to promote a stable, sustainable
human society and build new knowledge bases.

Okayama University is highly active in realizing
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs, United
Nations) and was honored as the first ASIAN
UNESCO Chair to recognize the efforts in the
fields of Education for Sustainable Development.

Okayama University is creating SDGs awareness
among students and influencing students to
become part of this global movement from a
local level. One enrolled IB student has created
an all-English student circle with students from
various backgrounds, focusing on goal 16 of
SDGs, “Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions,”
to "Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for
sustainable development.” Since 2015, Okayama
University has been among the few National
Universities in the world to send and fully
financially support students to participate in the
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Message from President
HIROFUMI MAKINO

Annual “Next Generation Leader
Global Summit- One Young World,”
which brings together the brightest
young talents from all over the world
in creating a social impact. In 2019, an
IB student proudly represented
Okayama University at the London
summit as part of the Japanese
delegation. | want to congratulate all IB
students past, present, and future for
choosing Okayama University on this
significant milestone. | hope they will
strengthen  Okayama  University’s
mission to nurture global leaders. |
extend my gratitude to everyone
whose contribution made this decade
possible and look forward to more
remarkable achievements by IB
students at Okayama University.
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Message from Executive Director
for Academic Affairs / Provost
Prof. HIROAKI FUNAHASHI

The International Baccalaureate (IB) is
an international educational program
offered by the International
Baccalaureate Organization based in
Geneva to prepare students to
understand and deal with the world’s
complexities and act responsibly for
the future. It was established to help
students acquire attitudes and skills
and provide them  with an
internationally accepted university
entrance qualification (IBDP) and a
route to university entrance.

It has already been ten years since
Okayama University actively welcomed
IB students who learned knowledge
and thinking skills for independent
learning, motivation to understand
with clear goals, and communication
skills, including language proficiency.

The IB educational program defines
"The IB Learner Profile" in terms of ten
personalities  (People who are
interested, knowledgeable, thinkers,

open-minded,
balanced, and

believers,
challenging,

Communicators,
compassionate,
reflective).

On the other hand, Okayama University has set
forth "pioneers who continue to transform
themselves proactively" as the image of human
resources to be nurtured and seeks to develop
five skills (practical, inquiry, communication,
specialized, and liberal arts) through our
educational programs. Thus, there are many
overlaps between "Learner Profiles" of IB and
ours.

| am also pleased that 101 talented and diverse-
minded IB students have studied in our ten
departments and a special program and excelled
on the international stage, such as “One Young
World.” We have already had 25 graduates who
are studying in graduate schools or who are
working in companies and university hospitals.
In addition, we currently have 76 IB students in
school, including 34 from IB schools in 18
foreign countries. A network of alumni and
current students has also been formed, and
good connections have been made.

| sincerely hope that as many students who have
studied in the IB program as possible will
continue to research and play active roles at
Okayama University. This network will continue
to grow into an even larger circle.

10 YEARS

2012~-2022
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Message from Vice President,
Director, Center for Admission
Prof. GAKU TANAKA
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On the auspicious occasion of the 10th
Anniversary of IB Admissions at Okayama
University, | congratulate all IB students,
alumni, and stakeholders. The ten goals of
the IB Learner Profile: Inquirers,
Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Communicators,
Principled, Open-minded, Caring, Risk-
takers, Balanced, and Reflective, are all
essential characteristics that need to be
nurtured in students to live in an
unpredictable society like the present
times. Quoting from an African proverb:
“If you want to go quickly, go alone; if
you’re going to go far, go together.” We at
Okayama University hope that students
who have completed the IB program will
be able to navigate through these
confusing times effortlessly under a global
network. One thing that will surely come
in handy when they set out on this
journey is a compass, which will help them
navigate during confusing and
unpredictable times. Okayama University
hopes to be that compass. During their
studies at Okayama University, IB students
will become more aware of their existing
compass and strengthen it further.

We aspire for IB students to join hands
with other students and take a step
forward into a world yet to be seen. Finally,
Okayama university hopes that the IB
program will continue to develop further
and that IB students will play an active
role in building a better world.

10 YEARS

2012-2022
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Message from IB Program Director
Associate Prof. SABINA MAHMOOD

Heartiest Congratulations to all our
101 IB students for choosing Okayama
University! We are so proud to have
you all on board. A decade of IB
Admissions (2012-2022). What a
wonderful feeling! In the first few years
of our IB journey, we had an average of
1-2 IB students per year, but now more
than ten IB students join us every year!
As of April 2022, we have IB students
in almost all Faculties and one special
program. Our IB community is growing
fast! All Faculty members are very
eager to enroll IB students, as
Okayama University truly believes and
has experienced through our enrolled
IB students that the IB Education is a

World-renowned,  high-quality = educational
program that aims to nurture young individuals
who can create a better and more peaceful
world. Our enrolled IB students are bright,
cheerful, and optimistic,  with good
communication skills, presentation skills, and
English fluency. They are empathetic, eager to
take up new challenges, and good team players.
They are also excellent candidates for study
abroad programs too. We are also proud to have
25 |IB students who have completed their
bachelor’s degrees and have moved on to
postgraduate school or got their dream jobs! All
IB students who have graduated from the
Medical Faculty have also successfully passed
the Japanese National Board Exams and have
become licensed professionals. The Employment
rate of our IB graduates is presently 100%. Our
IB graduates work in Multinational companies,
IT companies, Electronic companies, Research
Institutes, IB Schools, our University Hospital,
and other hospitals. As a Japanese National
University, we are fortunate to have so many IB
students from worldwide IB schools. Our IB-
friendly attitude, strong student support, and a
growing community of brilliant IB students are
our main strengths. We at Okayama University
appreciate and understand IB education and
welcome all IB students with open arms! Come
and join the most IB-friendly University in Japan.
We look forward to having you onboard soon!

10 YEARS

2012-2022
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Congratulations on your 10t anniversary of IB admissions.

The IB is sincerely grateful to Okayama University for unprecedentedly opening its doors to DP
students in every department, including the medical school, and taking such good care of DP
students from in and out of Japan. In addition, Okayama University has been willing to share
this experience with others at IB outreach events. Your positive attitude has impacted many
other universities in Japan. We thank you and hope to maintain a good relationship in the years
to come.

Ayumi Hoshino
Development Manager for Japan, International Baccalaureate
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Congratulations and appreciation to Okayama University for having
nurtured the integration of IB students into their community for a
decade. Important tendrils of new ways of thinking about education
are growing across Japan, and as they increasingly interconnect will
affect the necessary change for flourishing in our current times. May
the next decade see an exponential growth in this, with Okayama
continuing to be a key contributor.

Carol Inugai Dixon

Guest/adjunct professor: University of Tsukuba

Senior Director: Hiroshima Global Academy (HIGA)

Honorary President: Japan Association of Research into IB Education
(JARIBE)

Congratulations, Okayama University IB Admissions,
on your 10th Anniversary! | often tell students that
Okayama is one of the leaders in Japan in going
beyond simply being IB-friendly, truly
understanding the meaning and the strengths of
the IB Diploma Program. | am so grateful that you
have been such trailblazers for IB in Japan. | hope
you continue to be for many years to come.

"
AP 4:};'.".

James Taylor
IB Coordinator, Gunma Kokusai Academy

Congratulations to Okayama University, one of the most globally-minded institutions of higher
education in Japan! For ten years, the university has accepted highly-qualified applicants who
complete the stringent requirements of the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma,
recognizing that these applicants have achieved a high academic level and attained a view
encompassing the entire world, not one single country. Okayama University understands that
the leaders of the 215t century will be those who build bridges across national frontiers, not
walls separating one nation from another. Those who choose Okayama University are ensured
an outstanding education and the highest qualifications to make a positive contribution to the
world as adults. For those who prefer the long and challenging path of medicine, Okayama
University provides the opportunity to become practitioners of the healing arts and sciences—a
profession that is more crucial than ever in the midst of a global pandemic. From everyone at
Saint Maur International School, our best wishes for another ten years of educational
excellence!
Glenn Scoggins, B.A., A.M.
College Admissions Counselor, Saint Maur International School, Yokohama
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“Congratulatory Messages from our on Campus IB Students”

Happy 10th anniversary!! I’'m studying nursing
and recently got BLS(Basic Life Support ).

| look forward to seeing more IB students in
the Faculty of Health Sciences.

HEHZPEE, Fukuyama, Hiroshima

Happy 10th anniversary to the IB Admissions at
Okayama university!! I'm very grateful to be a
part of this amazing community and can't wait
to see this community continue to grow. Also,

a huge thanks to Sabina sensei for always being
there and supporting us!!

International School Manila, Philippines

Congratulations to Okayama University
for celebrating 10 years of IB admissions!
It has been a pleasure to be an IB
graduate at Okayama University, and |
hope for the growth of the IB
community!!

Canadian Academy, Kobe

Happy 10th anniversary to the IB community at
Okadai! A big thank you to everyone who made
this possible, and here’s to another year of
welcoming the next generation of IB students
to our community!

Island School, Hong Kong

Congratulations to Okayama University for
completing ten years of IB Admissions!

| am blessed to be a part of the 4th year of
IB medical students to have entered
Okayama university and have a lot of
support in multiple dimensions from those
who have gone through the same journey.

King George V School, Hong Kong

Congratulations to Okayama University for
reaching the 10™ anniversary of IB! | heartfully
wish for more students to join this distinguishing
movement in the future.

UWCSEA, Singapore

| am delighted to hear that we are
celebrating the 10th anniversary of
Okayama University IB admission, and |
hope this wonderful community will grow
continuously in the future!

Gunma Kokusai Academy, Gunma

Happy 10th anniversary! | am honored to be a
part of the IB community and thrilled to welcome
our new members in the future!

Seisen International School, Tokyo

10 YEARS

2012-2022




BACCALAUREATE

INTERNATIONAL >< i) [ 1L k27

OKAYAMA UNIVERSITY

10th. Anniversary Special Issue

April2022

“Congratulatory Messages from our on Campus IB Students”

I’'m delighted to be celebrating our I’'m so glad to be a part of this wonderful IB

10th anniversary and to be part of it. | community at Okayama Uni. | would like to

wish you many more challenges in the especially thank Sabina-sensei for her warmth and
future and may they lead to hope and kindness.

possibilities for the future.

Int. School. Frankfurt-Rhein-Main,

I-Shou International School, Taiwan

Germany

Congratulations on ten years of IB at Okayama
University! | can’t express my gratitude enough to
Okadai and Sabina-sensei, who welcome me with
open arms. Knowing we all got through that rough
and wild quest we call IBDP gives me a sense of
belonging and comfort with this group. Here’s
hoping the IB community will continue to thrive
and grow with each coming year!

Hiroshima International School

| am pleased to be part of the IB
community on this wonderful
occasion!
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Saint Maur International, Yokohama

Congratulations to Okayama University IB
admissions for the 10th anniversary! | am honored
and appreciated to be part of this significant
occasion.

Canadian International School, Singapore

Congratulations on the 10th anniversary of IB
admissions at Okayama University! | hope there will
be more students to join our community and
contribute to the globalization of our university!

International School Eastern Seaboard, Thailand

Congratulation on the 10th anniversary. | am thrilled
that | was able to study here after graduate ISAK!

UWC, International School of Asia Karuizawa

I’'m very happy to celebrate the
10t. Anniversary of the IB
Admissions at Okayama University
together! | look forward to seeing
more IB students in the Faculty of
Health Sciences and other
Faculties.

Canadian International School,
Singapore

10 YEARS
2012-2022
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“ Congratulatory Messages from some of our IB Student Alumni’

Congratulations on the 10th
anniversary!

I‘m so happy to join this
community and celebrate this
wonderful moment!

Congratulations on the 10th
anniversary of IB Admissions! |
hope more IB students come
and have meaningful lives at
Okayama University!!

Gyoshu High School, Shizuoka

Frankfurt International
School, Germany
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Gyoshu High School, Shizuoka

I am honored to celebrate this memorable year as
one of the Okadai IB graduates. | hope all the
applicants and current students can expand their
interests and continue learning freely!

Gunma Kokusai Academy, Gunma

Happy Anniversary!! It meant a lot to me to be able
to join Okadai, and it was all thanks to the IB
admissions. | look forward to seeing more IB
graduates joining Okadai and Japanese universities!
All the best!

ISS International, Singapore

Congratulations on your 10th
anniversary.

| feel that Okayama University
was one of the universities
that understood the IB before
the IB program became
popularin Japan and made it
easier for IB students to
decide to attend a Japanese
university.

| am happy to have been
admitted to Okayama
University as an IB student
and completed my graduate
studies this year.

| wish for the further
development of IB Admissions
at Okayama University in the
future.

AICJ, Hiroshima

10 YEARS

2012-2022






