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Introduction

One’s life is a journey that is formulated and built
on daily experiences over years. These massive
encounters become learning experiences that can be
shared for various purposes. It even becomes more
interesting if those experiences are unique. The
uniqueness of my life journey is based on being born
and bred in South Africa during apartheid era. This
article intends to introduce myself through sharing my
educational experience and its challenges and how
these challenges have motivated me through
perseverance in a country with diverse population and

cultures.
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Schooling

The medium of instruction at my primary school was
in English and at the junior secondary school changed
to be Afrikaans (Dutch origin) as they had taken over
the country from the British colony. This became a big
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Thembi Constance Ndlalane

challenge especially because at High school I had to do
all the subjects in English. Fortunately, I was in a
prestigious high school and I managed to make up the
transition of subject concepts from Afrikaans to

English.
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Tertiary Institutions

I went to an ethnic university with most lecturers
being Dutch speaking for my junior degree and
teaching qualification, after which I started teaching.
My school experience and my perseverance made me to
be a solid teacher as I became the best teacher of the
year and awarded a scholarship by the British Council
to study in England and this motivated me even further
as I continued to study. At Chelsea College in London,
I worked with Prof. John May, Mr. Mattock and Prof.
Black who were experts in Science Education. We
were engaged to practical work and experiments that I
had not done in my own country before. I got another
British scholarship for furthering my studies at Leeds

University and that is where I developed the love of



being a science educator working on the Children’s
Learning in Science Project (CLIS) material with the
late Prof. Rosalind Driver, Dr. Collinwood Robinson,
Prof. Phil Scott, Dr. Pennington and others. Their

major focus was on constructivist approach.
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Life at work

When I came back from Leeds, the education
department where I was employed as a school teacher
seconded me to the local university — University of
Natal to train science teachers in their science
education project. This project became a national
project adopted by government and then I rose from
the position of training manager to that of a director
of the project within six years which ultimately became
a University of Pretoria project and I also landed
teaching there. University of Pretoria was a
%

White Lecturers and White students. This was also

dominantly Afrikaans speaking university with 95

another challenge for me, within that challenge a lot of
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good things came out that enhanced my experience of
wearing variety of hats as an educationist; e.g. in JICA
project, UNESCO-ICCBA project, University of

Pretoria community projects like BAT and others.
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Experiences in JICA

JICA’S Mpumalanga province’s project in South
Africa on teacher development had a five year
partnership with university of Pretoria, where I
worked, and Naruto University in Japan on the
improvement of science and mathematics of high
schools teachers. Through this project I visited Naruto
University several times working with Prof. Kita (now
here in Okayama University), Prof. Ono, Prof. Ozawa
and others. The Japanese experience was important for
my own development despite the fact that I came as a
university of Pretoria counterpart resource person to

Naruto University. We visited schools, designed and



developed teaching materials for the trainees that were
suitable to the South African context considering the

demands of curriculum 2005 as it was called.
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South African teachers in Naruto-2004
(2004 FDISFIT DIHE)

Prof. Kita demonstrating Chemistry experiments
(BLHEBEDLERERES)

[ = T

Prof. Thembi Ndlalane facilitating the South African
teacher training workshop in Naruto-2004

(FUE - VFSS—REBH2004DIEFT TDIHE Trg 7 iHE
BEBRELTVDETS)

UNESCO’s International Capacity
Building in Africa (IICBA)

University of Pretoria, through UNESCO-IICBA
had to conduct leadership training for women leaders
in 15 countries in Africa within 3 years. I was
appointed to do this training as a lead trainer and 1
managed to visit 14 countries training women on
leadership skills and listening to the challenges they
face as leaders. I conducted one week workshops that
had major emphasis on achieving the African
Millennium Development Goals by 2014 as declared by
the United Nations. This exposure enriched my
knowledge and understanding on women issues in
Africa and for me this has been one of my greatest

contributions towards the development of Africa.
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University of Pretoria BAT project

The University of Pretoria had a project that was
intended to help teach a mosquito stricken community
in an area next to Mozambique and South Africa
border not to kill the mosquito-eating bats. The
training was based on the protection of bats. A bat
eats at least 1200 insects per hour and thus it helps to
reduce the number of mosquitoes especially those that
are Malaria carriers. My role was to educate teachers,
parents and school children on how to protect bats.

I realized the importance of education in working
with illiterate community people as far as ecosystem
and biological food chains are concern especially as
they relate to the negative beliefs and misconceptions

about bats in the community.
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Research Interests

Having been exposed to a variety of experiences, my
research varied from Instructional practices in the
classroom, teacher training and development to social
and community work. Most of my work have been
shared in international annual conferences where I am
a member, like the American Educational Researchers’
Association (AERA); Comparative Institute Education

Society (CIES); Southern African Association

Researchers of Science, Mathematics and Technology

Education ( SAARMSTE) to mention a few.

Dr.Thembi Ndlalane training youth on howto protect
bats
(FUE-VFIS—RBEIHBEECVDICIDEVZRETD
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Conclusion

I have attempted to introduce myself by sharing my
personal experience based on some key events in my
life although there are many more but my emphasis
was perseverance and motivation that pays at the end.
Some of my peers who could not tolerate the
apartheid practices in South Africa then either went
on exile, quitted schooling and are now less productive
citizens. From this journey of experiences, I use the
analogy “that it is better to light up a ‘candle’ while
waiting for ‘electricity’ than to throw it away and stay in
the dark. The ‘candlelight’ will be dim but it will show
some path to go while waiting for the electricity io brightly
light up the way.” The apartheid education provided
me with the ‘dim candle light’ that led me to 1994
where Nelson Mandela provided ‘electricity’ (educational
and social opportunities for all South Africans in a

democratic country.
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