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Joint Statement between ten universities, mainly members of the Research University

Consortium (RUC), and Springer Nature concerning a Pilot Journal Transformative Agreement.
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This Joint Statement (JS) for executing a pilot journal Transformative Agreement (Pilot TA) with
Springer Nature will be signed in the joint names of Dr. Amane Koizumi, Project Professor of
National Institutes of Natural Sciences (NINS) who is the sole Executive Member of RUC and
Library Directors of ten universities, mainly of RUC members (hereinafter referred to as
“Participating Universities”). This Joint Statement shall not be legally binding. However, the
Japanese-language version of this Agreement shall prevail in the event of any conflict between the

English- language version and the Japanese-language version.
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1. Purposes and Policy
The purposes of the Pilot TA project are for the further development of Japan’s academic research
capability by means of
narrowing the gap in the research community
providing more researchers with more opportunities to participate in “Open Access”
publishing
contributing to the improvement of research outputs and the global presence of
Participating Universities and

facilitating sustainability of access to academic journals, etc.

In order to realize the above purposes, Participating Universities and Springer Nature will work

together to execute the Pilot TA project.

In order to continue these efforts stably and sustainably, Participating Universities will reach out
not only to their libraries but also to academics who strive to improve research quality, including
members of the URA departments, aiming at further expanding opportunities for open access
publication and thereby generating better chances for young researchers to publish articles open

access in the future.
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2. Participating Universities of the Pilot TA project
The following ten universities are participating in the Pilot TA project.

Tohoku University

The University of Tokyo

Tokyo Institute of Technology

Yokohama National University

University of Fukui

Osaka University

Kobe University

Okayama University

Waseda University

Tokyo University of Science

(Note) Tokyo University of Science is a non-RUC member but it is agreed by Executive Member

of RUC and Springer Nature that it will be among Participating Universities.
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3. Period of the Pilot TA project
The Pilot TA project will start on January 1st, 2023 and end on December 31st, 2025.
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4. Contents/Access to be provided by Springer Nature

For the Pilot TA project, Springer Nature will continue to provide Participating Universities with
access to the journals of Springer Nature currently subscribed to by each of Participating
Universities (continuous access to subscribed journals), and in addition will enable Participating
Universities to publish open access in hybrid journals covered by the Pilot TA project for the

purpose of significantly advancing open access publishing by Participating Universities.
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5. Future Development

Participating Universities and Springer Nature, together with Dr. Amane Koizumi, Project
Professor of NINS, will cooperate in implementing this project in good faith, with the aim of
promoting initiatives for OA for the publication of research results from Japan and promoting the

strengthening of research capabilities of universities throughout Japan.

After this JS has been signed, any RUC university member who wishes to participate in the Pilot
TA project will need to agree to the JS in writing (including e.g., by e-mail) but will not be required

to additionally sign the JS.
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